Shri Arvind Kejriwal
Honourable Chief Minister of Delhi

10 December 2019

Subiject: Petition for Adequate Housing for the Homeless

Dear Shri Kejriwal ji,

On the occasion of Human Rights Day, we, the undersigned homeless residents of Delhi, are
writing to seek your urgent intervention to help us realize our human right to adequate housing,
through the provision of permanent, secure, and dignified housing.

We are grateful to the Delhi government and commend your efforts to address homelessness,
especially when compared to other cities in India. While Delhi has the highest number of
shelters—almost 200—the current shelters only accommodate about 20 per of the city’s homeless
population. Independent experts and civil society organizations estimate that Delhi has between
150,000 and 200,000 homeless persons. The majority of us are still living out on the streets in
precarious locales, and witness multiple violations of our human rights on a daily basis, most
significantly of our right to live with dignity. Amongst us, the women, children, persons with
disabilities, and older persons face the worst impacts of being without a home.

We have actively participated in the ‘Campaign for Adequate Housing for the Homeless’
coordinated by Housing and Land Rights Network (HLRN). This campaign aims to consolidate
our long-time demands for permanent and adequate housing. As part of this Campaign, our
children had also sent you postcards expressing their dreams and desires for a secure home, where
they can grow, study, and live safely. While shelters are an important measure to assist us from
facing the hardships on the streets, they are not a permanent solution and only provide short-term
relief. We all require a home with privacy and security, for ourselves and our families, in which
we can live in peace and dignity.

We are thus requesting your government to:

e Provide us with permanent, adequate housing, with basic facilities.

e Facilitate our access to affordable sources of finance, to enable us to access adequate housing,
including rental housing, through measures such as monthly rental vouchers.

e Improve facilities in existing shelters, including removal of barriers to entry; regular
maintenance and cleanliness; adequate water and sanitation facilities; and secure spaces to
store our belongings, thelas, rickshaws, and other work-related implements.

e Increase the number of shelters for families (with partitions for privacy), and in the number of
special shelters for persons with disabilities, older persons, and single women, including
single mothers, amongst others.

e Provide government identification documents and access to entitlements, including
pension/social security benefits, ration cards, and voter cards.

e Establish adequate hostels, including separate hostels for working men and women.

e Develop concrete season-related action plans to protect us from the extreme heat, rain, and
cold.

e Provide adequate housing, including special shelters, hostels, and affordable housing options
for transgender and gender non-conforming persons (GNCSs) living on the streets.

We thank you for your attention to these important issues and look forward to your positive and
immediate response.

Sincerely,
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